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BOARD

Bonnie Brant - President
Lisa Martin - Vice President
Valerie Ghosen - Treasurer
Krystal Brant - Secretary
Dianne Grenier - Director
Jessica Ghosen - Director

First-ever Virtual Annual
General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting done virtually this year was very
successful. Congratulations to the Board, staff, volunteers and
students!

STAFF

Wendy Sturgeon
Christine Pritchard
Karen Huntley
Sue Maracle
Rebecca Whitlow
Angie Liberty
Louise Hickey
Beverly Hill
Cassandra Sanford
Manvinder Bhamra
Chase Wabie Shaddock
Tabitha Seneca
Andy Chen

To read about the amazing work this past year in the Annual General
Report, click here. Also, to view the video clips of employees' brief
overview, click here.
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Giving Tuesday
GivingTuesday is a global movement for giving and
volunteering, taking place each year after Black Friday.
The “Opening day of the giving season,” it’s a time when
charities, companies and individuals join together and
rally for favourite causes. In the same way that retailers
take part in Black Friday, the giving community comes
together for GivingTuesday.

Donate at
https://www.canadahelps.org/
en/givingtuesday/

GivingTuesday harnesses the potential of social media
and the generosity of people around the world to bring
about real change in their communities; it provides a
platform for them to encourage the donation of time,
resources and talents to address local challenges. It also
brings together the collective power of a unique blend of
partners - nonprofits, civic organizations, businesses and
corporations, as well as families and individuals - to
encourage and amplify small acts of kindness. Across
Canada and around the world, GivingTuesday unites
communities by sharing our capacity to care for and
empower one another.

“We have two days that are good for the economy. Now we have
a day that is good for the community too.” - GivingTuesday

Annual Holiday Celebration
As we say goodbye to Autumn, we welcome the Winter
season and all joyous festivities that come with it.
Niagara Chapter – Native Women Inc. (NCNW) will
soon be hosting our annual Holiday Celebration for
Indigenous children, youth, families and foster families
to get together this holiday season.
While this year has unfolded in a different way, we
here at the Chapter are determined to ensure that
these children and families continue to look forward to
an amazing annual Holiday Celebration.
Our team, in collaboration with Brock University
students, has taken it upon themselves to arrange for

mobile Santa sleighs (decorated trucks) to go out and
greet children and families. We always appreciate and
welcome
all
support
from
local
business
establishments, partners, and the greater community.
With your consideration, we ask that all donations
and/or contributions kindly be made by December 11,
2020 in order to be fully prepared for this highly
anticipated event.
For more information, contact Manvinder Bhamra,
Resource Developer at RDasst.ncnw@gmail.com or
visit our webpage at http://ncnw.net/annualholiday-celebration/.
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COVID-19 Updates
Policies and regulations are continually changing as do the number of COVID cases in each region. For more
information and to stay up to date on new developments, visit our website at http://ncnw.net/covid-19-information/

INDIGENOUS WELLBEING
IN THE TIMES OF COVID-19

INDIGENOUS WOMEN
ACTION PLAN

Four Directions Virtual
Support hub - click here for
more information.

Ontario has the highest population of Indigenous women
in Canada — almost 200,000 — with 85 per cent living
off-reserve in urban and rural areas. We are your
neighbours. During the pandemic, racism, domestic
violence, homelessness and human trafficking have all
increased, and the threat to Indigenous women and girls
remains higher than for any other group.

Uncovering Current
Issues
MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENOUS WOMEN
AND GIRLS (MMIWG) INQUIRY CONT'D
Ontario Native Women's
Association (ONWA) has released
the Reconciliation with
Indigenous Women:
CHANGING THE STORY OF
MISSING AND MURDERED
INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND
GIRLS (2020) report. This
report contains much knowledge
bout the challenges and difficulties faces by
Indigenous women and the recommendations that
can address these issues.
Click here to read the report.

National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
Fall Prevention Month
Nov. 25: International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
against Women

MUST

LEAD

MMIWG

We do not need to search
out additional outside
knowledge or expertise.
We have the answers. Cora McGuire-Cyrette
Click here to read the
full opinion piece via The
Star.

Cora McGuire-Cyrette

SEA SICK: CAN A SCIENCE JOURNALIST SAVE THE
WORLD THROUGH THE POWER OF THEATRE?
Being a performer was
never Mitchell’s plan –
certainly appearing at
Sydney festival wasn’t in
any version of the future
she
could
foresee.
Mitchell never wanted to
Alanna Mitchell - Chloe Ellings
unlock the secrets of the
ocean, either; before she was side-tracked by a marine
expedition, she was planning to follow Charles Darwin’s
footsteps through the Galapagos Islands, walking the
trails and studying the land. - Cassie Tongue (The
Guardian)

Click here to read about Alanna's journey from
researcher to performer via The Guardian.
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Breaking Free from Family Violence
(BFFV) Program

The Breaking Free from
Family Violence program
consists of First Nations, Métis,
Inuit and urban Indigenous
community-led and
prevention-focused supports
to reduce violence in families,
reduce the need to bring
- Angie Liberty, Family
Indigenous children and
Support Worker (FSW)
youth into the child welfare
and youth justice systems and improve the overall
health and well-being of communities. This program is
run by Angie Liberty, the Family Support Worker (FSW)
and is funded by Ontario Native Women’s Association
(ONWA). Angie assists and supports families with
safety planning which can happen in the form of
prevention or intervention by home visits, one-on-one
support (which is still running virtually), check-ins,
fulfilling PPE needs and/or food security.
This year, the BFFV program successfully ran a
sweetgrass cultural workshop where sweetgrass was
harvested and braided by
attendees and they learned
about its significance and uses.

Indigenous Talent

The sweetgrass workshop was an awesome experience for
myself and our community members. Listening to the many
cultural teachings shared was so satisfying for the soul. It was a
very peaceful gathering allowing for individuals to reflect on the
importance of the sweet grass. - Participant
really enjoyed this teaching, it gave me a feeling of connection
with other individuals during this worldwide pandemic. I also
got to learn some of our culture which is always a plus in my
books. I really enjoyed it and I'm looking forward to some more
programs in the future. Participant

Additionally, through this program NCNW assisted in
the prevention of the apprehension of 8 families
(including 20 children) and reunited 6 families (which
included 15 children).
The work done by the FSW in the BFFV program is
critical as additional levels of trauma are created when
the bonding attachment between mothers and
children is interrupted/impacted so this is something
this program is mindful of when supporting these
families and children.
To support the work done by Angie through this
program, consider becoming a monthly donor or
donate towards the specific needs and costs of this
program at http://ncnw.net/donate/.

Looking for new books to read or new songs to listen
to? We've got you! This month's book is Where the
Dead Sit Talking by Brandon Hobson.
With his single mother in jail, Sequoyah, a fifteen-year-old
Cherokee boy, is placed in foster care with the Troutt
family. Literally and figuratively scarred by his mother’s
years of substance abuse, Sequoyah keeps mostly to
himself, living with his emotions pressed deep below the
surface. At least until he meets seventeen-year-old
Rosemary, a troubled artist who also lives with the
family.Sequoyah and Rosemary bond over their shared
Native American background and tumultuous paths
through the foster care system, but as Sequoyah’s feelings
toward Rosemary deepen, the precariousness of their lives
and the scars of their pasts threaten to undo them both
(Penguin Randomhouse). Happy reading!

iskwē

Check out iskwē's acākosīk for some music. She is a
singer-songwriter of Cree, Dené and Irish heritage born
in Wiinipeg. Virtually every song is laced with traditional
Indigenous sounds, showcasing the beauty of the artist’s
culture and inviting others to experience it first-hand meant to bring people together and celebrate that which
unites over that which divides (iskwe.com).
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Nature & Garden
NOVEMBER - Big
Spirit Moon
(Mnidoons Giizis)
The thirteenth moon of Creation is Big
Spirit Moon. Its purpose is to purify us,
and to heal all of Creation, a process
which may take a three-month long
spiritual journey. During this time, we
receive instructions on the healing
powers of the universe and transform
into our own vision of the truth. - ONWA

TREES
FROM
NIAGARA
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY.

PENINSULA

Niagara Chapter Native Women Inc. (NCNW) was
pleased to be able to broker some free trees for both
Ganawegeh Urban Native Homes residences
throughout the Fort Erie/Stevensille/Crystal Beach
area for their tenants and for the Oonuhseh Native
Homes (St. Catharines and Niagara Falls) tenants as
well.

When planting the last trees Kerry says, “One of
the best parts for me was yesterday - one of the
homes we planted at had a little girl, maybe 3 or 4
years old, watching us plant the tree from her
window and she was so excited. She named the
tree ‘Leafy’ and promised to take good care of it.”

As part of the project, a lovely fridge magnet is
going to each home to help encourage proper
care for the tree. NCNW
has an Info Fact Sheet
put together for TD
Canada Trust as well.
“We view this as another step in a beautiful
relationship with the Niagara Peninsula Conservation
Authority and TD Canada Trust, grounded in earth and
goodwill,” says Wendy Sturgeon. “We will continue to
grow this allyship together. Seeing non-Indigenous
people returning trees to our lands is such a great
step forward. It warms our hearts.”'

Kerry Royer of Niagara Peninsula Conservation
Authority first reached out in mid-August with a grant
from TD Canada Trust. She and Wendy worked with
them to alter it so trees could be planted at tenants
homes of the not for profit Indigenous corporations.
Kerry’s colleague, Heather, helped with the plantings
as did Wendy, Howard, and others from the Native
Homes corporations. In all, 149 trees were planted
with 6 being gifted to NCNW (5 white pines and 1
Sugar Maple) as a thank you, 4 were donated to
FENFC and finally a number planted at Ferndale Park
in Fort Erie with the Mayor for all to enjoy.
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What's Next?
Thank you for joining us for our monthly newsletter where we share an inside look on the work we do at the
Chapter. As always, your interest and involvement is highly appreciated. To keep supporting us you can make a
donation that will help us to continue providing programs and services to our clients in the future. Visit our
donation profile at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/niagara-chapter-native-women-inc/ or mail
us the tear-away form below.
Do you know someone else who would be interested in the work done by NCNW? Share this newsletter with
them or ask them to sign up for our next one at http://ncnw.net/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.
To sign up for a membership, please visit http://ncnw.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/MembershipForm.pdf.

This publication made possible by and with
our thanks to:

Thank you to our sponsors,
funders, partners and
supporters.

Donation Form
Registered Charity #: 10777 3111 RR 0001
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________City: ____________________________________________
State/Province: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for Giving (in memory of or comments): _________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ___________________________________
CHEQUE: Please make cheque payable to Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
Mail cheque to:
Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
1088 Garrison Road, Fort Erie ON L2A 1N9
TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD:

MasterCard

Visa

Name on Card: _______________________________________________ Card #: _______________________________________________
Expiry (MM/YY): ___________/___________ CVV: _______________ Signature: _____________________________________________
If you would prefer to make a donation online, please visit: http://ncnw.net/donate/. Donations $10 and over are tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

