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Community Vaccine Distribution
Details
Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre (FENFC) will be our vaccine distribution
site.
The vaccine rollout is planned for Monday, March 22nd. This will be the
Moderna vaccine (a two-shot system spaced over 21-35 days).
We will be notified 1 week prior to the clinic becoming available.
To be added to the vaccine list, please call NCNW at (905) 871-8770 ir FENFC
at (905) 871-8931.

Indigenous Vaccine Hesitation & Benefits of Getting
Vaccinated (Video)

Click to view letter.
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Spotlight on Supervisory Duty Counsel, Dianne
Grenier: Legal Aid Ontario
Dianne Grenier currently works as a Supervisory Duty
Counsel in Niagara. She was called to the bar in 1985
and has been a lawyer for approximately 35 years.
Grenier’s time during private practice mainly focused
on litigation, estate litigation, some real estate, wills,
power of attorneys, and more. She worked mainly in
family and criminal defense law for 20 years.From
there, she became a full-time employee of Legal Aid
Ontario about 15 and a half years prior where she
continued working in family and criminal law. Since
2015 Grenier has been focused on family law advice
in the courthouse and over the phone.Criminal law
has been a big interest of hers but there has been a
great need in family law.[Legal Aid is limited to
Immigration law, Criminal law, and Family law (which
children’s aid matters fall under). There are two other
offshoot clinics in Niagara. Legal Aid offshoots are the
clinics that do tribunals and handle landlord and
tenant issues, ODSP, etc.]

To learn more about Dianne and her field of work,
read
her
full
interview
here
at
http://ncnw.net/spotlight-interview-diannegrenier-supervisory-duty-counsel

CALL US AT 1-800-668-8258 MONDAY TO FRIDAY
FROM 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. (EST) FOR HELP IN OVER
300 LANGUAGES.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Legalaid.on.ca

OTHER RESOURCES:
CLEO.on.ca/en
Stepstojustice.ca
"The Canadian justice system has a punitive
origin and it’s challenging to break out of. It’s
important to have an ally within the Canadian
justice
system,
to
integrate
the
Aboriginal/Indigenous way of dealing with
harm & crime and those issues so that the
understanding of responsibility will create an
ally – it’s all about working together," Dianne
believes.

Yourlegalrights.on.ca
Mysupportcalculator.ca
Yourontariolaw.com
Ontariocourtforms.on.ca

NON-FAMILY LAW:
Probonoontario.ca
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COVID-19 Updates
Policies and regulations are continually changing as do the number of COVID cases in each region. For more
information and to stay up to date on new developments, visit our website at http://ncnw.net/covid-19information/

Uncovering Current
Issues
COMMUNITY SAFETY & WELL BEING (CSWB)
ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS
A fond Thank You and Chi Miigwech goes out to
participants in providing their voice and feedback to
the future of Niagara.
These
important
CSWB
consultations
are
opportunities for the urban Indigenous Peoples in
Niagara to share priorities, concerns and observations
related to community safety and well-being – and
shape the development of our local Plan.
For
more
information,
visit
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/commun
ity-safety-well-being/default.aspx or to register, fill
out
this
survey
link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RMKR6BF
ONLY TWO SESSIONS REMAINING:
Monday, March 1st: 10:30am-12pm
Thursday, March 4th: 1:30pm-3pm

Click to view poster.

2021 REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL OF
CANADA TO THE PARLIAMENT OF CANADA:
MANY FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES STILL
WITHOUT RELIABLE ACCESS TO SAFE DRINKING
WATER
Ottawa, 25 February 2021—A report from Auditor
General Karen Hogan tabled today in the House of
Commons concludes that the support provided by
Indigenous Services Canada has not been adequate to
address long-standing problems with safe drinking water
for many of Canada’s First Nations communities.
Drinking water advisories remain a part of daily
life in many of these communities, with almost
half of existing long-term advisories in place for
more than a decade.
Click here to read the full News Release via
Office of the Auditor General.

NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
CALLS ON GOVERNMENT TO GIVE INDIGENOUS
WOMEN EQUAL VOICE TO MEN WHEN
DISCUSSING RACISM IN HEALTHCARE
(OTTAWA, January 27) – Racism in healthcare is a
problem affecting all Indigenous people, regardless of
their sex, and Indigenous women should not be left on the
sidelines of the discussions, Lorraine Whitman, the
President of the Native Women’s Association of Canada
(NWAC), said Wednesday.

Click here to read the full article via NationTalk.ca.
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Where to go skating outdoors in Niagara this
winter: Click here for activities to do outside that
are socially-distanced and still running this winter
(2021!), allowing us to get our exercise in while
staying safe!

Feb. 13: National Wear Red
Day for Women’s Heart Health
Feb. 17: International Random
Act of Kindness Day

Feb. 22:
National
Human
Trafficking
Awareness
Day
Feb. 24: Indigenous Pink Shirt
Day
Feb. 24: National Pink Shirt
(Anti-Bullying) Day

Stay-at-Home Activities
Try some of these stay-at-home activities via
Supporting, Encouraging & Engaging children in
Safe & Active Wellbeing (SEESAW) and Niagara
Children's Planning Council (NCPC).
17 Activities for kids to
practice kindness and
compassion: Click here for
activities for kids that further
encourage a ‘kindness mindset’.

Things to do outdoors in the Niagara region
this winter: Click here for fun things to do
outdoors to keep us busy this winter season, like
sledding, hiking, skating and more!
Where to go sledding in Niagara this winter:
Click here for a list of areas to embrace our
Canadian winters with this fun, family-friendly
activity – sledding!
Sugar Bush Farms in the Niagara region: The
Niagara Region is home to charming maple syrup
farms, commonly known as a “sugar bush” that are
well worth visiting! Click here to find great spots to
stop in at to purchase your maple products and
support local business.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook at Niagara
Chapter - Native Women Inc. for
updates, announcements and events
at @Niagara Chapter - Native
Women Inc.
The Youth in Transition program has a
new social media account! You can stay
up to date on events coming up in our
organization and in our community.
There will also be weekly journal
prompts and self care tips to maintain
mental health during these quickly
changing
times.
Follow
us
at
@yitncnw!
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Nature & Garden
FEBRUARY - Bear
Moon (Mkwa
Giizis)
The second moon of Creation is Bear Moon,
when we honour the vision quest that it
began in the fall. During this time, we
discover how to see beyond reality and to
communicate through energy rather than
sound. This Moon is also known as Full
Snow Moon, Eagle Moon, Groundhog Moon,
Hungry Moon, Raccoon Moon, as well as
many others. - ONWA
WILD ROSE
To Native Americans in
many western tribes,
wild roses were a
symbol of life. Paiute,
Nez Perce, and Interior
Salish people believed
Wild Rose
- NetPS Plant Finder
that wild roses kept
ghosts from causing harm to the living, so they were
often placed in the homes or clothing of people who were
in mourning or felt haunted. Wild roses were also
sometimes attached to cradleboards to bring vitality to
infants. In some tribes, rose motifs were used in quillwork,
beadwork, or other Native arts to represent survival and
vitality as well. Wild roses also played a role in traditional
Native American herbal medicine, and rosehips (the fruit
of wild roses) were eaten as food in many tribes, either
directly
or
as
part
of
a
pudding
(via
NativeLanguages.org).

Native American Legends About Wild Roses:
Indian Rose Story:
Anishinabe legend about
the importance of treating plants with respect.
Why Wild Roses Have Thorns:
Saulteaux
Ojibwe legend about Nanaboozhoo teaching
roses to defend themselves.

Indigenous Talent
Looking for new books to read, films to watch, or
songs to listen to? We've got you! This month's film is
When My Brother Was an Aztec by Natalie Diaz.
We're going to let Natalie Diaz introduce herself with the
powerful words from a poem from her latest collection:
"Race implies someone will win, / implies I have as good a
chance of winning as – / who wins the race that isn't a
race. Native Americans make up 1.9% of all / police
killings, higher per capita than any race — / Sometimes
race means run." The MacArthur Genius, who identifies as
Mojave and Latina, has more incisive poetry where
"American Arithmetic" came from. Start With: The knockout National Book Award-winning collection When My
Brother Was an Aztec, about Diaz's brother's struggle
with addiction to meth and her life as a Native woman
growing up far from her native lands. - The Oprah
Magazine

Natalie Diaz
- Cybele Knowles

When My Brother Was an
Aztec - Goodreads.com

Listen to A Tribe Called Red's
(ACTR) Sister's f. Northern
Voice for some music. Juno
Award winning Turtle Island
favourites, (ATCR) have been
blowing up the scene with
remixes,
mash-ups,
and
original tracks that are
guaranteed to energize with
pumping bass and driving
rythyms
(via
MuskratMagazine.com)

A Tribe Called Red
- NowToronto.com
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What's Next?
Thank you for joining us for our monthly newsletter where we share an inside look on the work we do at the
Chapter. As always, your interest and involvement is highly appreciated. To keep supporting us you can make a
donation that will help us to continue providing programs and services to our clients in the future. Visit our
donation profile at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/niagara-chapter-native-women-inc/ or mail
us the tear-away form below.
Do you know someone else who would be interested in the work done by NCNW? Share this newsletter with
them or ask them to sign up for our next one at http://ncnw.net/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.
To sign up for a membership, please visit http://ncnw.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/MembershipForm.pdf.

This publication made possible by and with
our thanks to:

Thank you to our sponsors,
funders, partners and
supporters.

Donation Form
Registered Charity #: 10777 3111 RR 0001
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________City: ____________________________________________
State/Province: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for Giving (in memory of or comments): _________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ___________________________________
CHEQUE: Please make cheque payable to Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
Mail cheque to:
Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
1088 Garrison Road, Fort Erie ON L2A 1N9
TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD:

MasterCard

Visa

Name on Card: _______________________________________________ Card #: _______________________________________________
Expiry (MM/YY): ___________/___________ CVV: _______________ Signature: _____________________________________________
If you would prefer to make a donation online, please visit: http://ncnw.net/donate/. Donations $10 and over are tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

