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Wear an Orange Shirt on Canada
Day
Residential schools are a part of Canada’s history. This Canada Day join Ontario
Native Women’s Association (ONWA) in wearing orange to recognize and honour
thousands of Indigenous children forcibly taken to residential school and as a
tribute to the resiliency of residential school survivors in Canada.
#WearOrangeOnCanadaDay as a call to all levels of government to implement
all Truth and Reconciliation 94 Calls to Action; an important step in rebuilding
Canada’s relationship with Indigenous peoples.

Learn more about Orange Shirt Day here.
Read all the Truth and Reconciliation 94 Calls to
Action here.
If you are in need of cultural supports:
The Indian Residential School Survivors Society
Emergency Crisis Line is available across Canada
24/7 at 1-866-925-4419.
Talk4Healing Help Line is available 24/7 for
culturally sensitive crisis counselling, advise and
support at 1-855-554-HEAL (4325).
Via NationTalk.

This year,
#WearOrangeOnCanadaDay
because
#EveryChildMatters.
- via NationTalk
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Meet Our Secretary: Krystal Brant
Krystal Brant, known as
Skanawiióhstha by the
creator (which means
“she
makes
things
peaceful all the time”),
is Mohawk and belongs
to the turtle clan. Her
family originates from
Tyendinaga as well as
Six Nations of the
Grand River.

Krystal Brant - Secretary

Krystal started her
involvement
with
NCNW as a child when
she
would
attend
meetings, gatherings,

and events and now does the same with her own
daughters.

"Our histories have been repressed,
hidden, or dismissed as “folklore” for so
long. If someone truly wants to be an
ally, it would serve us best to be
heard...It hasn’t been until recently,
with bodies being recovered from these
schools that the general Canadian
population has started to listen.
The hard work was done with the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, so it
does not serve us to have to explain the
findings to non-Indigenous people; It is
not our time to have to educate. Allow
us the time and space to grieve as a
community. The history is already there,
they just need to read it and listen to
those voices," Krystal states.

The most important lesson that others
can learn about Indigenous culture and
people is that we are resilient. For
centuries, others have tried to repress
and control us but we are still here.
Elder Helper, 2010

To learn more about Krystal's role at NCNW, her
accomplishments and how she likes to celebrate her
identity, read her full interview here.

ONWA Southern Ontario
Representative
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COVID-19 Updates
Policies and regulations are continually changing as do the number of COVID cases in each region. For more
information and to stay up to date on new developments, visit our website at http://ncnw.net/covid-19information/

Uncovering Current
Issues
RECORDS FOR RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS SHOULD BE
MADE PUBLIC, SAYS BLOOD TRIBE RESEARCHER
(JUNE 27) A First Nations researcher says records from
Canada's residential schools need to be made public to
fully understand the scope of what happened at the
schools and to help communities heal.
For the past decade, Tiffany Prete has been researching
the history of residential schools in the Kainai (Blood) First
Nation trying to piece together what happened to the
victims and survivors.
Click here to read the full article by Kashmala Fida via
CBC News.

'THIS IS A HEALING EFFORT': SACRED FIRE
BURNING AT MANITOBA LEGISLATURE OPEN TO
ALL
(JUNE 26) A sacred fire is burning on the grounds of the
Manitoba Legislature — an effort those tending it hope
will provide a healing space after hundreds of potential
unmarked graves were discovered on former residential
school grounds in Canada.

And
organizers
are
pledging to stay and
keep the fire going until
all
former
school
grounds in the country
are searched.
"This is a healing effort
here,"
said
Alma
Kakikepenace.

A sacred fire will burn outside
the Manitoba Legislature until
all former residential schools
sites are searched, organizers
say. Aaliyah Leach, 21, (right) is
one of the organizers of the
fire. - Justin Fraser, CBC

Click here to read the full article by CBC News.

TIME FOR CHARGES IN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
DEATHS, LOCAL INDIGENOUS LEADERS SAY
(JUNE
26)
“Canadians are
shocked, reeling
in utter chaos,
and one can
blame
their
government and

Christian churches that they were able to hide these truths
so well, convince themselves that there were no ethical or
moral issues at hand and that they lied so well to
indoctrinate the Canadian masses so they took part as
well,” she said.
With more graves being discovered, the mourning is
continuous for the Indigenous population, Sturgeon said.
“We mourn and have been mourning, carrying the sorrow
from one generation to the next,” she said. “We also have
been acting, working, building and strengthening. Our
prophesies said these days would come.”
Click here to read the full article by Richard Hutton on
NiagaraThisWeek.

CANADA: 751 UNMARKED GRAVES FOUND AT
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
(JUNE 26) An indigenous nation in Canada says it has
found 751 unmarked graves at the site of a former
residential school in Saskatchewan.
Chief Delorme said there may have been markers for the
graves at one point but that the Roman Catholic church,
which oversaw the cemetery, may have removed them.
Click here to read the full article via BBC News.
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June: National Indigenous
History Month
&
Pride Season
June 4: International Day of
Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression
June 7: World
Food Safety Day
June 19: International Day for
the Elimination of Sexual
Violence in Conflict
June 21: Summer Solstice
&
National Indigenous Peoples Day
&
International Day of Yoga
June 26: International Day
Against Drug Abuse

June 27: Canadian
Multiculturalism Day

Stay-at-Home Activities
Try some of these stay-at-home activities via
Supporting, Encouraging & Engaging children in
Safe & Active Wellbeing (SEESAW) and Niagara
Children's Planning Council (NCPC).

Free Family Fishing: In Ontario there are specific
times when everyone can enjoy fishing without a
license. If you and your family would like to
experience this fun, family activity, check out the
Family and Youth Fishing website by clicking here.
For Friendly Farms & Pick-Your-Own: Click here
to find a list of pick your own and child friendly
farms in Niagara.
Niagara Summer Camp Guide: Summer camps
in Niagara will look a little different this year. Many
camps are not opening, others will have limited
capacity and new rules in place to keep your kids
safe, and still others will be offering virtual camp
experiences. Click here to find some of the
camps operating this summer.

Backyard Activities: Click here for some new
backyard activities for kids or Click Here for
Indoor Games for When You’re Running Out of
Ideas!

FOLLOW NCNW ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook at Niagara
Chapter - Native Women Inc. for
updates, announcements and events
at @Niagara Chapter - Native
Women Inc.
The Youth in Transition program has a
new social media account! You can stay
up to date on events coming up in our
organization and in our community.
There will also be weekly journal
prompts and self care tips to maintain
mental health during these quickly
changing times. Follow us at @yitncnw!
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Nature & Garden
JUNE - Strawberry Moon
(Ode'imin Giizis)

Indigenous Talent
Looking for new books to read, films to watch, or
songs to listen to? We've got you! This month's book
is Call Me Indian by Fred Sasakamoose.

The sixth moon of Creation is Strawberry
Moon. The medicine of the strawberry is
reconciliation. It was during this moon cycle
that communities held their annual feasts,
welcoming everyone home, regardless of their
differences over the past year, letting go of
judgement and/or self-righteousness.

Call Me Indian:
From the Trauma
of Residential
School to
Becoming the
NHL's first Treaty
Indigenous Player
- Indigo

Utilize the medicine of the strawberry to
reconcile relationships in your life. Regardless
of indifferences, challenge yourself to walk in
the teachings of love and humility.
This moon is also known as Booming Moon,
Hot Moon, Mead Moon, Rose Moon, Egg
Laying Moon, Hoeing Moon, Honey Moon, as
well as many others.
- ONWA

HONEYSUCKLE
In June, growth and daylight come to a peak, and wild
honeysuckle vines spill over the tops of shrubs and fir
trees. This high-rigger of plants is quite an acrobat,
twining up tree trunks, coiling around limbs, and
sending out exploratory green shoots that dangle in
the air. Tucked in a bed of blue-green leaves, clusters of
bright orange flowers appear, drawing the eye upward.
Trumpet-shaped with a pool of nectar at the base, they
attract hummingbirds and swallowtail butterflies.
Children of the Saanich first nation used to enjoy
sucking the sweet nectar from the base of the flowers.
Click here to read more about the significance and
history of the honeysuckle (via Comox Valley
Nature).

When people tell Sasakamoose''s story, this is usually
where they end it. They say he left the NHL to return to
the family and culture that the Canadian government
had ripped away from him. That returning to his family
and home was more important to him than an NHL
career. But there was much more to his decision than
that. Understanding Sasakamoose''s choice means
acknowledging the dislocation and treatment of
generations of Indigenous peoples. It means considering
how a man who spent his childhood as a ward of the
government would hear those supposedly golden words:
"You are Black Hawks property."
This isn''t just a hockey story; Sasakamoose''s
groundbreaking memoir sheds piercing light on
Canadian history and Indigenous politics, and follows
this extraordinary man''s journey to reclaim pride in an
identity and a heritage that had previously been used
against him.
- Indigo
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Great Canadian Giving Challenge 2021!
LAST ENTRY UNTIL 11:59PM ON JUNE 30TH!
Donate to NCNW this June and automatically
give us a chance to WIN $20,000 during the
Great Canadian Giving Challenge.
As charities continue to support our most
vulnerable community members affected by
COVID-19, we need urgent support. Plus, the
cancelation of in-person fundraising events and
activities are putting charities at risk of
permanently closing their doors. Now more
than ever, we need your support.
Donate now until June 30th at midnight so
we can continue the amazing work you
help us do. Click HERE to donate.

Join Us for Blockers & Attackers 2021
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What's Next?
Thank you for joining us for our monthly newsletter where we share an inside look on the work we do at the
Chapter. As always, your interest and involvement is highly appreciated. To keep supporting us you can make a
donation that will help us to continue providing programs and services to our clients in the future. Visit our
donation profile at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/niagara-chapter-native-women-inc/ or mail
us the tear-away form below.
Do you know someone else who would be interested in the work done by NCNW? Share this newsletter with
them or ask them to sign up for our next one at http://ncnw.net/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.
To sign up for a membership, please visit http://ncnw.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/MembershipForm.pdf

This publication made possible by and with
our thanks to:

Thank you to our sponsors,
funders, partners and
supporters.

Donation Form
Registered Charity #: 10777 3111 RR 0001
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________City: ____________________________________________
State/Province: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for Giving (in memory of or comments): _________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ___________________________________
CHEQUE: Please make cheque payable to Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
Mail cheque to:
Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
1088 Garrison Road, Fort Erie ON L2A 1N9
TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD:
Name

on

MasterCard

Card:

Visa

_______________________________________________

Card

#:

_______________________________________________
Expiry

(MM/YY):

___________/___________

CVV:

_______________

Signature:

_____________________________________________
If you would prefer to

make a donation

online, please visit: http://ncnw.net/donate/. Donations $10 and over are tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

