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New Strategy Responding to
National Inquiry Provides Holistic
Supports Across Government
As you remember, in June 2019 the Final Report of the MMIWG Inquiry was
released. This included 231 Calls for Justice from all levels of government.
Now, the province of Ontario has released its strategy to address these Calls
for Justice which was created in collaboration with Indigenous partners such
as the Indigenous Women's Advisory Council, co-chaired by Ontario Native
Women's Association's Executive Director, Cora Lee McGuire Cyrette. The
strategy resulted in six Pathways to Safety (security, culture, health, justice,
responsibility & accountability, and identifying & addressing systemic antiIndigenous racism and Indigenous gender-based analysis which result in a
total of 118 individual initiatives.

NCNW's Executive Director, Wendy Sturgeon,
also attended the ceremony outlining violence
against Indigenous women as part of the
Indigenous Partnership Council (IPC).
Click here to view the placemat overview of
Ontario's response regarding the Pathways to
Safety.

6 Pathways to Safety
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COVID-19 Updates
Policies and regulations are continually changing as do the number of COVID cases in each region. For more
information and to stay up to date on new developments, visit our website at http://ncnw.net/covid-19information/

Uncovering Current
Issues
TEACHER CALLS ON FANS TO WEAR INDIGENOUS
ATHLETES' JERSEYS ON FRIDAY
Oilers defenceman
Ethan Bear wore a jersey
with his name printed in
Cree syllabics during an
exhibition game
between the Edmonton
Oilers and Calgary
Flames last year.
(Edmonton Oilers)

(MAY 28) Jersey day campaign organized in response to
Ethan Bear receiving online racist comments after Oilers
loss.
Click here to read the full article by Lenard Monkman
on CBC News.
RACISM A KEY FACTOR IN B.C.'S GROWING
INDIGENOUS OVERDOSE CRISIS, SAYS HEALTH
OFFICIAL

(MAY 27) [Dr. Nel] Wieman said systemic racism was one
of the barriers to accessing culturally safe mental health
and addiction treatment, and harm reduction services.
"First Nations people often have intergenerational trauma
and other traumas that result in high degrees of distress,"
she said.
"When that distress becomes intolerable, people turn to
using substances at times."
Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry said the
pandemic has revealed inequities that affect Indigenous
people.
Click here to read the full article on CBC News.

ONTARIO TAKING ACTION TO COMBAT VIOLENCE
AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS

(MAY 27) Toronto, ON — The Ontario government is
taking further action to address the disproportionate rate
of violence against Indigenous women and girls. The
province has released a strategy developed in
collaboration with Indigenous partners that reinforces
Ontario’s commitment to act on the Calls for Justice in the
Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The plan
addresses critical gaps in supports for Indigenous women,
children, and Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, Asexual, plus
(2SLGBTQQIA+) people, including the need for better
access to stable housing, health care, education and
employment.
Click here to read the full media release by the
Ministry of Children, Community and Social
Services.
COVID-19 IN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES: 75% OF
FIRST NATIONS AND INUIT ADULTS HAVE HAD
1ST VACCINE DOSE

(MAY 26) 459,380 vaccine shots have been administered
in First Nations and Inuit communities.
Click here to read the full article on CBC News.
NEW INDIGENOUS MODELLING AGENCY AIMS TO
SUPPORT
CLIENTS'
WELLBEING,
REMOVE
BARRIERS

(MAY 26) Funders of B.C.-based Supernaturals hope to
uplift emerging Indigenous talent.
Click here to read the full article by Rhiannon Johnson
on CBC News.
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MAY 2021
May: Asian Heritage Month
May 3: World Press
Freedom Day

May 15:
International
Day of Families
May 16:
International Day
of Living Together
&
International Day of
Light
May 20: World Bee Day
May 21: World Day for
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue
& Development
May 25 - 31: International
Week of Solidarity with the
Peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories

Stay-at-Home Activities
Try some of these stay-at-home activities via
Supporting, Encouraging & Engaging children in
Safe & Active Wellbeing (SEESAW) and Niagara
Children's Planning Council (NCPC).

Heartland Forest Nature Videos: Heartland
Forest does have their trails open for essential
exercise, click here for details. If you are unable
to physically visit Heartland Forest you can still
enjoy learning about nature by clicking here to
view their new Nature Series videos.
DSBN Learn From Home: The Learn From Home
website provides learning resources for grades K12 that are updated weekly. There is also a parent
support section for help with logging on, mental
health and well-being resources, and a link to the
Ministry of Education’s learning website. Click
here.
For Your Next Movie Night: Family movie nights
at the theatres are on hold for now but thankfully
most new movies are now available by other
methods. If you are planning your next movie
night, click here to view the list of these new
movies that could help you feel better about
being stuck at home. Interestingly most local food
delivery services do provide movie popcorn
delivery or you can click here to try one of these
fun popcorn recipes from Jolly Time Popcorn.
99 Insanely Fun Things to Do Outside: Click
here for some cheap and easy ideas.

FOLLOW NCNW ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook at Niagara
Chapter - Native Women Inc. for
updates, announcements and events
at @Niagara Chapter - Native
Women Inc.
The Youth in Transition program has a
new social media account! You can stay
up to date on events coming up in our
organization and in our community.
There will also be weekly journal
prompts and self care tips to maintain
mental health during these quickly
changing times. Follow us at @yitncnw!
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Nature & Garden
MAY - Flower Moon
(Waawaaskone Giizis)

Indigenous Talent
Looking for new books to read, films to watch, or
songs to listen to? We've got you! This month's book
is Journeying Forward, Dreaming First Nations'
Independence by Patricia Monture-Angus.

The fifth moon of Creation is Flower Moon,
where all plants display their Spirit sides for
all the world to see. This life-giving energy is
one of the most powerful healing medicines
on Mother Earth. During this time, we are
encouraged to explore our Spiritual essences.
As the trees, plants and flowers begin to
bloom, let it be a reminder to allow your
spirit to bloom, even during such times as
these. As we honour this Moon in Ceremony,
now is a time of purification.
This moon is also known as Sucker Moon,
Frog Moon, Budding Moon, Corn Planting
Moon, Milk Moon, Mother's Moon, as well as
many others.
- ONWA
CORN
Corn or maize is an Indigenous North American plant and it
plays an important role in Haudenosaunee history and
culture. The Haudenosaunee cultivated and harvested corn
on a large scale within the ancestral Haudenosaunee lands
of present day New York State. Corn was a principle and
favourite vegetable food of the Haudenosaunee and they
harvested many variations.
Maize was an essential food staple and also played an
important role in Haudenosaunee trade and commerce. For
example, the Haudenosaunee harvested corn in excess for
trade or emergency. Thus, if one ally nation experienced
problems with seasonal crops, another nation would
respond to the need with additional corn and food stores.
The needs of individual villages were taken care of and
Haudenosaunee nations maintained good will through
assisting ally nations in times of need.

Journeying Forward
- FernwoodPublishing.ca

Patricia Monture-Angus
- University of Saskatchewan

Activist and scholar Patricia Monture-Angus examines her
own intellectual and personal colonization as a way to
share ideas about what she, as a Mohawk woman, sees
as the next steps on the path to finding a solution to the
continued oppression of First Nations people...She rejects
the idea of “self-government” in favour of a much larger
idea-independence. Journeying Forward is readable,
challenging, personal and passionate.
- FernwoodPublishing.ca
Check out Nagamo Publishing, the world's first
Indigenous production music library and composer
agency. They offer a high quality catalogue of handpicked music from renowned Indigenous composers, as
well as direct access to those composers for custom
scoring. Nagamo is proud to be the premiere connection
to Turtle Island's finest Indigenous music for media. Click
here to check them out!

Click here to read more about the significance and
history of maize (via EngageForChange.ca).
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Great Canadian Giving Challenge 2021!
EVERY $1* DONATED IN JUNE IS A CHANCE
TO WIN!
Donate to NCNW this June and automatically
give us a chance to WIN $20,000 during the
Great Canadian Giving Challenge.
As charities continue to support our most
vulnerable community members affected by
COVID-19, we need urgent support. Plus, the
cancelation of in-person fundraising events and
activities are putting charities at risk of
permanently closing their doors. Now more than
ever, we need your support.
Donate now until June 30th at midnight so
we can continue the amazing work you
help us do. Click HERE to donate.

Join Us for Blockers & Attackers 2021
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What's Next?
Thank you for joining us for our monthly newsletter where we share an inside look on the work we do at the
Chapter. As always, your interest and involvement is highly appreciated. To keep supporting us you can make a
donation that will help us to continue providing programs and services to our clients in the future. Visit our
donation profile at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/niagara-chapter-native-women-inc/ or mail
us the tear-away form below.
Do you know someone else who would be interested in the work done by NCNW? Share this newsletter with
them or ask them to sign up for our next one at http://ncnw.net/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.
To sign up for a membership, please visit http://ncnw.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/MembershipForm.pdf

This publication made possible by and with
our thanks to:

Thank you to our sponsors,
funders, partners and
supporters.

Donation Form
Registered Charity #: 10777 3111 RR 0001
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________City: ____________________________________________
State/Province: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for Giving (in memory of or comments): _________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ___________________________________
CHEQUE: Please make cheque payable to Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
Mail cheque to:
Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
1088 Garrison Road, Fort Erie ON L2A 1N9
TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD:

MasterCard

Visa

Name on Card: _______________________________________________ Card #: _______________________________________________
Expiry (MM/YY): ___________/___________ CVV: _______________ Signature: _____________________________________________
If you would prefer to make a donation online, please visit: http://ncnw.net/donate/. Donations $10 and over are tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

