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Krystal Brant - Secretary
Dianne Grenier - Director
Jessica Ghosen - Director
Gayle Porter - Director

NCNW Virtual AGM 2021: Board & Staff
Recognition
On Saturday, October 30th, the NCNW membership board and staff held our 39th
Annual General Meeting, virtually and by call-in on Zoom. The NCNW Board was
honoured for their leadership, quick thinking and hands on assistance during the
earliest and scariest days of the pandemic. NCNW staff also received a plaque in
recognition for their perseverance, resiliency and going above and beyond the call
of duty through the COVID-19 pandemic for those we serve.

STAFF

Wendy Sturgeon
Sue Maracle
Angie Liberty
Louise Hickey
Rebecca Whitlow
Christine Pritchard
Beverly Hill
Elaine Berwald
Candace Day
Amy Wilson

Top left to right: Christine Pritchard, IWH, Angie Liberty, BFFFV-FSW,
Beverly Hill, Infant-Family Support, Rebecca Whitlow, ADR Asst
Middle left to right: Sue Maracle, ADR Coordinator, Chase Wabie
Shaddock, ICYS, Elaine Berwald, AHTL, Louise Hickey, YITW
Bottom: Wendy Sturgeon, Executive Director
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NCNW Spotlight Interview: Georgie Groat, DSBN
Indigenous Education

Georgie Groat, Student
Achievement & Lead, DSBN
Indigenous Education

Georgie Groat of
Haudenosaunee and
settler descent, is the
Student Achievement
Leader and Lead for
Indigenous Education
(Principal K-12) at the
District School Board
of Niagara.
She started working
in the community in
her late teens, early
20s, at the Niagara
Regional
Native
Centre as a camp
counsellor and youth

worker, and later volunteered on the Board of Directors
there.
Georgie's current role as a systems principal, is a brand
new role for the team at DSBN Indigenous Education.
Her hope is that not only does the Indigenous Education
team continues, but it grows and to have more
Indigenous educators and staff in the system.
To learn more about Georgie's role at DSBN Indigenous
Education,
read
her
full
interview
here:
http://ncnw.net/ncnw-spotlight-i-genous-education/

In the work that I do at the board, I think
that building trusting relationships
based on friendship, honesty and mutual
respect is key. That’s what I want people
to know - that relationship building, and
reciprocity is important in the work we
all do.

My work with the school board is
important because I want to support
teachers in their efforts to address the
importance of Indigenous sovereignty
and self-determination and provide
opportunities for them to learn from
Indigenous community members. One of
the things I find important is supporting
and strengthening board-wide
awareness of Indigenous histories and
perspectives, our cultures and
contributions and current realities,
through an asset-based lens. I think a lot
of learning has been through some of
that historic deficit-lens, which is
important, but there’s really an assetlens that we can start teaching through.

To learn more about DSBN's Indigenous Education
and
the
team
visit:
https://www.dsbn.org/elementary/curriculum/indig
enous-education
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INFORMATION SOUGHT ABOUT
MOHAWK INSTITUTE
(OCT. 4) Survivors Secretariat, Kimberly Murray is
appealing to Residential School survivors or anyone
who has memories or records connected to the
Mohawk Institute as the search on the institute's
grounds for unmarked graves of children who attended
the school, begins.
This appeal includes any doctors, police, contractors,
farmers, or anyone who had a connection with the
school and the children attending.
She (Murray) said children
who ran away from the
school would have been
picked up by police and, in
some cases, were arrested
for stealing food even
The Mohawk Institute was in
though they were starving.
operation from 1831 to 1970.
Some children would have
(Erica Daniels/CBC)
been by local doctors or
taken to hospital. Others would have worked on area
farms.
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Take Action Group at GFESS
leads the way on Orange
Shirt Day
This extracurricular group of inspiring young leaders
took up the reconciliation challenge to TAKE
ACTION. They created and distributed through the
school orange ribbons to pin on. Donations started
rolling in and they had to decide together what to do
with them.
We are so touched they thought of us. We truly say
Miigwetch, Nia: Wen, and Thank you to the
entire group of 15-20 students. Mya, Ella, Sinead,
Kya, and Mackenzie were able to receive some
information and items from us for the group when
we were asked to pick up the cheque. A few of the
NCNW TEAM were on hand as well.
NCNW is so impressed with the youth Leadership
shown from this Take Action Group at GFESS we
honour their commitment to TAKE ACTION!!
Proceeds from their donation are going toward the
Annual Holiday Celebration.

If you have any information, call 1-888-597-1062, Six
Nations
Police
at
519-455-2811
or
visit
www.survivorssecretariat.ca.
To read more about the search, click here to read
Vincent Ball's article in The Brantford Expositor.

COMING EVENTS
COMING SPRING 2022!
OUR SECOND ANNUAL INDIGENOUS
WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP EVENT!
Our Second Annual Blockers & Attackers has
moved to Spring 2022. Please stay tuned for more
details!
However, if you would like to get involved as a
sponsor,
contact
Resource
Developer,
at
RDasst.ncnw@gmail.com or visit our sponsor
webpage
at:
http://ncnw.net/annual-eventsponsorship/
Consider donating to the Blockers & Attackers fund
to continue our critical programs & services here.

Pictured from left to right: Wendy Sturgeon (NCNW ED),
Amy Wilson (NCNW Housing Support), GFESS students Mya, Ella, Sinead, Kya, & Mackenzie, Christine Pritchard
(NCNW IWH) & Elaine Berwald (NCNW AHTL).
Picture: GFESS Yearbook
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COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics & Updates
For COVID-19 vaccination clinic dates and locations, click here. For information about COVID-19
vaccine, third dose recommendations, visit our website here.

Uncovering Current
Issues
SEARCH FOR TRUTH UNDERWAY AT CANADA’S
TWO OLDEST RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS, WHAT
COULD THE PROBES REVEAL?
(OCT. 14) Situated about 100 km apart, the Mohawk
Institute and Mount Elgin were Canada’s oldest residential
schools. Both opened prior to Canadian confederation —
the only two operating at the time — and now both will be
searched for unmarked graves.
Chippewas of Thames announced on the first National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation, that a probe of the
former Mount Elgin grounds is in the early stages and
could take three to five years.

Meanwhile, back in July, Six Nations police said they
would launch a probe into child deaths and unmarked
graves at the former Mohawk Institute.
To read more about the searches, click here for Bret
Forester's APTN News story.

Mount Elgin (National Centre for Truth and
Reconciliation)

THE AMC REMAINS CONCERNED WITH
OUTCOMES OF YOUTH AGING OUT OF CARE
(OCT. 28) Treaty One Territory, Manitoba – As the
First Nations Family Advocate Office (FNFAO)
hosts the Telling Our Truth Event from October 26th
to the 28th, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
(AMC) remains concerned regarding the continued
lack of supports in place to ensure that youth in
care successfully transition after aging out of the
Child Welfare system in Manitoba.
To learn more, click here to read the article by
NationTalk.

CITY TO
OFFICER

HIRE

INDIGENOUS

AFFAIRS

(OCT. 29) The city is hiring an Indigenous affairs
officer in the hope of improving its relationship with
Six Nations of the Grand River and Mississaugas of
the Credit First Nation.
At a meeting this week,
Coun. Joshua Wall received
support for his motion to
immediately begin work to
create the new position that
act as a resource to the city
and
a
liaison
with
neighbouring First Nations
communities and beyond.
Brantford city hall
Photo credit: BR
A job description and salary
have yet to determined but
the cost is being considered an “unavoidable
increase” in the city’s 2022 operating budget.
Click here to read the article by Michelle Ruby, The
Brantford Expositor.
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Indigenous Disability Month
&
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month
November 1 to 7: Treaties
Recognition Week
November 8: National
Indigenous Veteran's Day
November 11:
Remembrance Day
November 14: World
Diabetes Day
November 20: National
Child Day
November 22 to 28: Canadian
History Week 2021, Indigenous
History
November 25: International Day
for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM TO END
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
Join us virtually, Wed. Dec. 8, 2021, 10:00 am.11:30 am. to learn more with presenters, Collin
Graham & friends, and ONWA. Register by
email: info.ncnw@gmail.com by Fri. Dec. 3,
2021.
Learn More AboutONWA’s Grandmother Earth
Dress

She honours and acknowledges
Missing
and
Murdered
Indigenous women, girls, and
Two-Spirit people.
INSPIRED BY: Métis artist
Jaime Black who started the
REDress Project.

- www.jamieblackartist.com

Stay-at-Home Activities
Try some of these stay-at-home and social-distancing
safe activities via Supporting, Encouraging &
Engaging children in Safe & Active Wellbeing
(SEESAW) and Niagara Children's Planning
Council (NCPC).
ParticipACTION: Why getting active outside is
key to your physical & mental wellbeing: This
is an opportunity to enjoy all the incredible
benefits of physical activity, outdoor activity and
activity with friends and family. Click here for
more information on being active outside.
Cinnamon Maple Roasted Pumpkin/Squash
Seeds Recipe: Get out the melon baller (a
perfect kid-safe tool) and start scooping gourd
guts—that’s where the good stuff is. No
pumpkin? Squash seeds work too! Click here for
the recipe.
Fall Virtual Field Trips: For a Fall rainy day!
All of the signs of fall are popping up – the cool
air, crisp apples, changing leaves – enjoy it all
safely with a virtual Fall Field Trip! Click here to
get started.
Take 15 Minutes for You: In an effort to help
everyone to better manage these challenges,
Canadian Mental Health has created a “Take 15
Minutes for You” series of activities – all free
and all downloadable –click here to learn more.

KEEP UP WITH NCNW ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook at Niagara
Chapter - Native Women Inc. for
updates, announcements and events at
@Niagara Chapter - Native Women
Inc.
The Youth in Transition program has a
new social media account! You can stay
up to date on events coming up in our
organization and in our community.
There will also be weekly journal
prompts and self care tips to maintain
mental health during these quickly
changing times. Follow us at @yitncnw
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Indigenous Talent

Nature
NOVEMBER
"Mshkawji Giizis”
Freezing Moon
The eleventh moon of Creation is the Freezing
Moon, a time when the Star Nation is closest to us.
As every creature being prepares for the coming
fasting grounds, we are reminded to prepare
ourselves for our spiritual path by learning the
sacred teachings and songs that will sustain us.
This moon is also known as the Beaver Moon,
Frost Moon, Whitefish Moon, and well as many
others.

- ONWA

ON NOVEMBER 30TH - WE THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING NCNW!

"GivingTuesday is a global
movement for giving and
volunteering, taking place
each year after Black Friday.
The “Opening day of the giving season,” it’s a time when
charities, companies and individuals join together and
rally for favourite causes." (GivingTuesday.ca)

We ask you to make us your charity of choice this year on
GivingTuesday (November 30th) until midnight. To
donate online click here.
We hope you encourage one or more people whom you
know may also be interested in supporting our work in
rebalancing our Indigenous women, children, and families
in a healthy and good way.

Looking for new books to read, films to watch, or
songs to listen to? We've got you!
Jody Wilson-Raybould was raised to be a leader.
Inspired by the example of her grandmother, who
persevered throughout her life to keep alive the
governing traditions of her people, and raised as the
daughter of a hereditary chief and Indigenous leader,
Wilson-Raybould always knew she would take on
leadership roles and responsibilities.
“Indian”
in
the
Cabinet:
Speaking Truth to Power is the
story of why Wilson-Raybould got
into federal politics, her experience
as an Indigenous leader sitting
around the Cabinet table, her
proudest achievements, the very
public SNC-Lavalin affair, and how
she got out and moved forward.
Now sitting as an Independent
Member in Parliament, WilsonA compelling political
Raybould believes there is a better
memoir of leadership
and speaking truth to
way to govern and a better way for
power by one of the
politics—one that will make a
most inspiring women
better country for all. To read
of her generation.
- Indigo
more, click here.

Here is something for your musical tastebuds to enjoy
- Tongues the new single by Tanya Tagaq from her
upcoming full album set to release March 2022.

"Tongues,
her
new
album
(produced by Saul Williams and
mixed by Gonjasufi) to be released
early next year, is an explicit, potent
musical manifesto, demanding to
repossess what colonization has
stolen from her culture. "They tried
to take our tongues," she murmurs
in the title track, "I don't want your
shame." Integrated with a palette of
industrial instrumental textures,
Tagaq's spoken voice is pleasant
but insistent. Her convulsive
respirations
are
positively
fearsome."

tanyatagaq.com
Album artwork: Julia
Randal
Photo: Rebecca
Wood

- Tom Huizenga, NPR

Click here to listen!
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What's Next?
Thank you for joining us for our monthly newsletter where we share an inside look on the work we do at the
Chapter. As always, your interest and involvement is highly appreciated. To keep supporting us you can make a
donation that will help us to continue providing programs and services to our clients in the future. Visit our
donation profile at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/niagara-chapter-native-women-inc/ or mail us
the tear-away form below.
Do you know someone else who would be interested in the work done by NCNW? Share this newsletter with them
or ask them to sign up for our next one at http://ncnw.net/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.
To sign up for a membership, please visit http://ncnw.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Membership-Form.pdf

This publication made possible by and with
our thanks to:

Thank you to our
sponsors, funders,
partners and supporters.

Donation Form

Registered Charity #: 10777 3111 RR 0001
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________City: ____________________________________________
State/Province: ______________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________________
Reason for Giving (in memory of or comments): _________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ___________________________________
CHEQUE: Please make cheque payable to Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
Mail cheque to:
Niagara Chapter - Native Women Inc.
1088 Garrison Road, Fort Erie ON L2A 1N9
TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD:
Name

on

MasterCard

Card:

Visa

_______________________________________________

Card

#:

_______________________________________________
Expiry

(MM/YY):

___________/___________

CVV:

_______________

Signature:

_____________________________________________
If you would prefer to make a donation online, please visit: http://ncnw.net/donate/. Donations $10 and over are tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

